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Gutting 'Sicko' 

Last month, Michael Moore and 
the California Nurses Assacktion led 
s rallv in Sa-enm for eovemment " 
prwided health care, what propunenrr 
caU "rmglc payer." Now Moore's S ~ k o  
has finally hit the hearers. and a\ time 
for  menc cans to h o w  the mth about a 
government monopoly health system, a 
sham of a health-care "solution." 

At h r  Sa-rnru pres  wnference, 
Moore mded awnst the M m n  1 uther 
kngJ r  -Harbor hospital m Lor hngclcs, 
where a patient died of a perf&ated 
b o d  after lying on the emergency 
room floor for 45 minutes. Since 2004, 
the hospital has received more than a 
dozen state and federal safety citations. 
Hospital errors included leaving sidr 
patients unattended (which resulted in 
death for three of them), giving patients 
the wrone medications. and usine tasers - 
to rcrnslnpsyebamepanents. Ttur hmpm- 
al 6 nor pnvac, however it  ir owned by 
the County of Lor Aoaeler So much for 
reliable g o k e n t  &e. 

The h a k w  is so m k d  in unhealthy 
hysteria rhar be mnad ins  himelf. For 
example, he attacb"for-profit" health care, 
ignoring the realitytha 85 percent of U.S. 
hospids are non-profit, and almost half of 
privately i n m d  Americans have police 
fmm "on-profit health insurers. 

The private imms Moore oitidzes 
are also burdened with government inter- 
ference that ra ise  the mrt of their health 
policies. Most states form insurers m sell 
health policies laden with mandates that 
many individuals would not voluntarily 
purchase. The Coundl for Affordable 
Hedth I n m c e  has reported thar man- 
dated benefits have increased to the more 

than 1,800 mdny. In some stat- mandated 
benefits have raised the cost of individual 
health k m e e  by45 m m t .  . . 

Government solutiom that create more -~ -~ ~ ~~~ ~~ ~~~~~ 

government mount to n o h g  bur erpen- 
uveralr mthewuund. Wr,hould enwuragc 
mrurm, and all players m Amen- health 
to be more wmpeddve, nut xrap them fur 
brg-government bureaucracy Mr. Mwre 
prefen toabolrsh pnmre mrurance m favor 
of guwrnmenr-nm, single-payer health 
care, the bluepmr for Glfoma Senator 
Sheila Kuzhlh SB-840. l lur  will nor m a r e  

oly. SB-840 Godi p&ibit private heal& 
insurance, and allow government t& over 
of both i n s m c e  and the hmpi& 

In Canada, the labor unions keep the 
government health monopoly breathing in 
exchange for union dour Moore$ sidestep- 
ping in Sidro overlooGLI the 2005 Canadian 
Supreme Corn ruling thar government 
monopoly health c u e  is n blatanrviolation 
of Canadians' human rights. When Mr. 
Wi&, the winning plaintiff in this case, 
needed hip surgery, he uied m pay pri- 
mtely for his operation rather than wait in 
the government queue (which takes two to 
four y-). The g m e n t  smpped him. 
The d d  of such n choice prolonged his 
pain and threatened his safety. 

Mr. Moore is also fond of the single- 
payer systemin Cuba. a one-pertyeommu- 
nie  dictamrship. Some 11 million Cubans 
attend --down bdl i t iq  receive dated 
pmeription drugs, and are even required 
m bring their own sheets, food and soap to 
the hospital. Corn-t Parry bosses get 
better uenrmenr, but when it m e  time 
for the g m t  dictamr Eidel Cnstro m go 
undu rhe lmife, he chose m @in P special- 
ist from Spain. 

it's a presumption tniougl~out ~ i c h a e l  ~ o o i e ' s  new documentary: mbuniwnal m e  will rx me 
arunrry's health care m s .  Buf wlllit ewr happen? (WPhoto/Read S m )  

Meanwhile, government-- health enre 
dmdy  presents problems right here at 
home.Medicaidws lrjdtuadinthe 1960s 
for the poor, but it has gmwn far beyond 
its capacity, purring prpayus under 
great m i n .  In order m keep m m  down, 
Medicaid underpays physicinns, who have 
inmasingly stopped accepting Medicaid 
beneficiaries as n result. Government 
resaictions also make it challenging m get 
presaiption drugs for Medicaid patients. 

Mr. Moore5 fictitious remedies fail as 
heath a r e  reform and don't wen mount 

m &dye propaganda. He should get on B 
Canadian waitinglist formament, -the 
"second" system that sewes most Cubans, 
or follow a Medicaid patient3 struggle m 
get health care fmm the governmenr The 
states, and Congress, would be wise m 
ignore hysferia and p-e reforms that 
pur individual Americans, not the govern- 
men\ in eharge of their health care. 


